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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – April 8, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 

ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Cemetery Sexton Lee Dunham, Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder, Health Officer Pam Fortner, 
Police Chief Tom DeAngelis among others. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley provided the daily statistics for the state of New Hampshire (NH). There are now 747 confirmed 
cases of the virus and 4 new deaths for a total of 13. He added that the Governor has set up a new office 
to manage the stimulus funds coming from the federal government.   
 
Karasinski asked about the meeting for the Selectmen later today having a different meeting ID. Branley 
said it is the Zoom Webinar feature with a different ID. Branley said a Webinar is bit more secure to 
prevent disruptions from outsiders.  There was a brief discussion about devices for enhancing hearing at 
Whitcomb Hall. 
 
Hutwelker asked about reach-out list to housebound people.  Fortner said other than contacting the 
lady at Ashuelot River Apartments, she has no more information. Hutwelker spoke about an outdated 
list that needed to be updated, which was discussed at a previous meeting. Branley said he will put that 
item on the top of list to follow up.  De Angelis said there is a form on the website for people who want 
to be heard.  
 
Fraunfelder suggested Joanne Stroshine might be able to provide a list; she might have some idea about 
homebound people.  Karasinski said Meals on Wheels folks might be able to help.  Fortner said someone 
is checking in on folks who do have those services. Fortner asked Branley to send her contact 
information for Stroshine and Branley agreed. 
 
Dunham asked if he should be at the meeting tonight. Branley asked the Selectmen if they wanted 
Dunham at the meeting and Colby said he felt the issue that Dunham raised about opening the 
cemeteries early is straightforward and Dunham doesn’t need to attend the meeting.  Colby said the 
only criteria would be to keep to social distancing.  

http://www.zoom.us/
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Dunham said in the next month in a half another issue will arise. He said there are ten bodies in the 
tomb now and as we get into warmer weather they will require burying. He noted that families may be 
resistant to the idea since they want to have a proper funeral service with others can attend.  He said 
the funeral homes are all dealing with the same issue now.  Hutwelker asked about capacity at the 
tomb. Dunham said capacity is about 30. He added there are more cremations now and only about 10 to 
12 bodies are usually in the tomb these days. 
 
There were no further comments or questions and Colby thanked those gathered and the meeting was 
ended. 
 
Meeting over at 2:10 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on April 22, 2020 
 


